
Horticulture Newsletter   ]   www.campbell.ca.uky.edu                                    May / June 2024 - Page 1 

I  mentioned in 

our January/ 

February edition, 

how we were 

using silage tarp 

as a weed 

control method 

in our raised 

beds. In late 

March/early 

April, we began 

to lift off the 

silage tarp and worked the soil to begin 

planting a few perennial crops in our raised 

beds. One of the spaces we will contributing 

to small fruit demonstration. Over the last few 

years, we have had an increase interest in 

learning and seeking information on small 

space fruit gardening. We will be  researching 

varieties that are suitable for small space 

gardening with low disease and pest impact 

and good quality fruit. Here is a quick glimpse 

of what has been or will be planted this 

spring:  

• ‘Martha Washington’ Asparagus 

• Two fall raspberry varieties ‘Crimson Night’ 

and ‘Double Gold Yellow’.  

• Two varieties of honeyberry ‘Berry Blue’ 

and ‘Blue Palm’ 

• Hardy Kiwi ‘Issai’ 

• Baby Cakes series ‘Bushel and Berry’ 

Blackberry 

All plants were purchased from a few different 

catalogues. This is worthy to mention, as 

some of our local nurseries may not carry 

what I would refer to as specialty plants 

suitable for our site. Nurseries may carry 

blackberries or kiwi, for example, but may not 

carry particular varieties with certain 

characteristics that we desired for our raised 

beds. We are excited to showcase these 

growing opportunities to Campbell County 

residence with upcoming programs.  

In addition to 

these fruit, we will 

also be growing a 

few other crops in 

our raised beds 

such as: herbs, 

vegetables and cut 

flowers. 

Please come to our gardens and take a 
look this summer and see what we are 
growing and if you have any questions, 
don’t hesitate to reach out to one of the 
horticulturists! 
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Small Space Fruit Gardening 

May 15th 
Hardiness Zone: 6B 

https://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/
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T his plant is a great addition to your 

annual landscape to add height and 

provides a tropical look. Its foliage and 

beautiful large hibiscus-like flower, depending 

on variety. The stem color also adds a great 

interest into your landscape.  In fact, this plant 

and hibiscus are in the same family, so that 

beautiful tropical colorful flower that you may 

be familiar with of the hibiscus, you will also 

get with Okra!  

The flowers will open once, 

and the bees will frequent 

these blooms daily, which 

can be a great addition to 

your pollinator garden. After 

bloom, fruit will begin to develop. Fruit will 

develop fairly quickly.  

I prefer the pods smaller, about 3” long which 

also reduces the sliminess that they can have 

once too long. The smaller pods are crunchy 

and I like to dip them in hummus or tzatziki 

yogurt sauce for my mid-day snack. I also 

enjoy cutting them up and adding them to my 

salad. Surprisingly, when cut into small bites, 

children are more likely to try them since they 

look like stars (see picture below). Adding 

these star-like crunchy bites on top of a salad 

is a great substitute to croutons. Of course, 

okra can also be cooked, pickled, dried, 

boiled, fried and frozen. I’ve shared one of our 

new recipes below using an air fryer!  

Okra is a great source of vitamin C, folic acid, 

and soluble fiber. Okra contains only 20 

calories per ½ cup serving. For more ideas on 

using okra in your recipes this summer, check 

out more KY Proud Recipes: https://fcs-

hes.ca.uky.edu/piukp-recipes  

Okra is a great addition to your herbaceous 

landscape, edibles gardens and will do well in 

containers.  

They need some room in your landscape as 

they can reach a height and width of 3’x5’. 

Okra is a warm season annual that will 

need  full sun, similar to tomatoes and 

peppers. Well drained soil is a must to prevent 

rot. You can start plants by seed (after 

overnight seed soak) or transplant. There are 

a few dozen different varieties of okra. I would 

recommend to select a spineless variety. 

Spineless lack spines on the pods making 

them less irritating to harvest. Depending on 

variety, stem color, size, and size can differ 

between varieties.  

Other Okra resources:  

https://www.kysu.edu/documents/college-of-

agriculture-communities-the-sciences/

urbanag_okra2_fs20_accessible.pdf 

https://fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/commodity/okra  

Crunch!…. Okra 

For more information on growing 

okra in your garden, refer to this 

UK publication or feel free to reach 

out to the Campbell County 

Horticulture team 

https://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/

ID/ID128/ID128.pdf  

https://fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/piukp-recipes
https://fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/piukp-recipes
https://www.kysu.edu/documents/college-of-agriculture-communities-the-sciences/urbanag_okra2_fs20_accessible.pdf
https://www.kysu.edu/documents/college-of-agriculture-communities-the-sciences/urbanag_okra2_fs20_accessible.pdf
https://www.kysu.edu/documents/college-of-agriculture-communities-the-sciences/urbanag_okra2_fs20_accessible.pdf
https://fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/commodity/okra
https://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/ID/ID128/ID128.pdf
https://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/ID/ID128/ID128.pdf
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General 

• Campbell County residents can have their 

soil tested free of charge.  Testing will 

determine soil pH and fertilizer 

recommendations.  Learn how to collect a 

proper sample at https://

campbell.ca.uky.edu/files/

instructions_for_soil_testing_samples.pdf  

• Carpenter bees are actively digging holes in 

wooden structures to lay eggs.  The males 

can be aggressive but lack a stinger.  Visit 

http://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef611  

• In the spring, swarming termites may appear 

outside or in the home.  Termites are often 

confused with ants.  To learn more, visit 

https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef604  

• Mulch plants 2” deep.  Do not let mulch 

touch the trunks or crowns of plants. To 

learn more about mulch visit, http://

www2.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/ho/ho106/

ho106.pdf 

Houseplants 

• As houseplant come out of winter, it is a 

good time to propagate them.  Visit http://

www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/ho/ho67/

ho67.pdf for helpful tips. 

• Repot houseplants if needed.  Use a pot 1-

2” larger than the previous pot. 

• Houseplants can be taken outside after 

danger of frost. 

Lawns 

• For a healthy turf, make sure to mow at the 

recommended height.  Tall fescue lawns are 

best mowed at 2.0-3.5” tall.   http://

www2.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/AGR/AGR209/

AGR209.pdf  

 

 

• Refrain from adding fertilizer to lawns at this 

time.   Fertilizing now can increase disease 

pressure and increase the frequency of 

mowing.  http://www.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/

id/id154/id154.pdf  

• Red Thread fungal disease usually occurs 

when temperatures are between 40-70ºF.  

Look for https://www.extension.purdue.edu/

extmedia/bp/bp-104-w.pdf   

https://www.extension.purdue.edu/

extmedia/bp/bp-104-w.pdf  

• Watch for Brown Patch and Anthracnose in 

June.  Brown Patch favors high temperatures 

(highs above 85ºF, lows above 60ºF) 

http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/id/

id112/id112.htm  

Flowers 

• Plant warm season flowers after frost-free 

date (May 15). 

• Plant summer flowering bulbs (dahlia, canna, 

gladiolas, etc.) 

• This is a good time to plant perennials.  

Make sure to check watering until plants are 

established. 

Trees & Shrubs 

• Pine needle scale, 

sawfly, bladder gall, 

oystershell scale, tent 

caterpillar, 

bagworm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Roses should be 

blooming.  Take time 

to smell the roses and 

check for Japanese 

beetles, rose sawfly 

and aphids.   

• After you’ve smelled 

the roses, spray a 

preventive fungicide 

to control black spot. 

Fruits and Vegetables 

• Plant the summer vegetable garden. 

• Warm season vegetables can be planted 

after frost free date (usually May 15). 

• Beans, melons, corn are best directly 

seeded. 

• Continue spraying fruits for insect and 

disease prevention.  Consult Disease & 

Insect Control Programs for Homegrown 

Fruit in Kentucky (ID-21) to properly time 

sprays. http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/

pubs/id/id21/id21.pdf  

 

• May: Squash 

Vine borer. 

Cucumber beetle, 

flea beetle, 

Colorado potato 

beetle, aphids. 

https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/vegetable-

calendar 

• June: plant sweet potatoes. 

• Succession planting:  Plant your first batch 

tomatoes approximately May 15, plant 

another a month later another crop of fresh 

tomato transplants.  Do not select plants 

that have been languishing in the pots for a 

long period of time. 

 
Garden Calendar: May-June 

https://campbell.ca.uky.edu/files/instructions_for_soil_testing_samples.pdf
https://campbell.ca.uky.edu/files/instructions_for_soil_testing_samples.pdf
https://campbell.ca.uky.edu/files/instructions_for_soil_testing_samples.pdf
http://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef611
https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef604
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/ho/ho106/ho106.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/ho/ho106/ho106.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/ho/ho106/ho106.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/ho/ho67/ho67.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/ho/ho67/ho67.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/ho/ho67/ho67.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR209/AGR209.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR209/AGR209.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR209/AGR209.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/id/id154/id154.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/id/id154/id154.pdf
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/bp/bp-104-w.pdf
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/bp/bp-104-w.pdf
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/bp/bp-104-w.pdf
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/bp/bp-104-w.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/id/id112/id112.htm
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/id/id112/id112.htm
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/id/id21/id21.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/id/id21/id21.pdf
https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/vegetable-calendar
https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/vegetable-calendar


Page 4 - May / June 2024                                        Campbell County Cooperative Extension Service   ]   859-572-2600 

Hort Webinar Wednesdays’ 

View upcoming programs and watch previous episodes: 

https://kentuckyhortnews.com/horticulture-webinar-wednesdays/season-five/ 

ENTFACT 
Supplement: Vegetable Insect
-Pest Calendar for Kentucky 

This table shows: 

• when to expect insects of concern to 

appear,  

• when population numbers can be 

expected to peak, and  

• the usual length of time these insects 

are present during the season.  

Please note: 

• These dates are approximations only. 

Local weather and soil conditions in a 

given year will determine exact dates 

of first and peak appearance. 

• This calendar was constructed using 

data from Kentucky, USA. If you are 

located in Kentucky or in nearby 

states with similar conditions, you will 

probably find it useful. 

• These dates may not apply in your 

area, especially the farther you are 

located from Kentucky. In that case, 

you may wish to contact your county 

extension agent or agricultural 

consultant for information about your 

locality.  

Key: 

• - or * indicates insect populations 

likely to be present 

• * indicates peak population levels 

likely 

• Multiple peaks indicate the particular 

insect species produces more than 

one generation per year. 

Vegetable Insect-Pest Calendar for Kentucky 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkentuckyhortnews.com%2Fhorticulture-webinar-wednesdays%2Fseason-five%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSteven.Bridewell%40uky.edu%7Ccf005480a9f048da302908dc645df289%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7


Horticulture Newsletter   ]   www.campbell.ca.uky.edu                                    May / June 2024 - Page 5 



Page 6 - May / June 2024                                        Campbell County Cooperative Extension Service   ]   859-572-2600 



Horticulture Newsletter   ]   www.campbell.ca.uky.edu                                    May / June 2024 - Page 7 

Backyard Conservation Local Cost Share 

The Campbell 

County 

Conservation 

District's 

Backyard 

Conservation 

Local Cost-

Share Program 

is an incentive 

program intended to assist with landowner’s 

costs while implementing conservation 

practices that benefit soil and water quality 

and wildlife habitat. This program is open to all 

landowners to apply, but preference will be for 

those landowners who are not eligible for 

other state and federal cost share programs. 

The goal of this program is to help landowners 

be good stewards of the land by providing 

financial assistance for the implementation of 

conservation practices in their own backyards. 

 The expectation of the Conservation District is 

that participants in the Backyard Conservation 

Cost-Share Program are responsible for proper 

installation, long-term operation, and 

maintenance of conservation practices. 

Conservation practices installed with cost-

share funds must be in place for a minimum of 

three years. 

 This is a cost share program (75% of project 

cost reimbursed up to $500). Participant 

contributions can be in the form of purchased 

materials and services, equipment rental, and 

labor. Receipts dated before approval letter 

will not be considered for reimbursement. 

 One application per household per fiscal year 

(July 1 thru June 30).  

Possible projects for funding, but not 

limited to: 

• Rain barrels 

• Monarch waystation 

• Pollinator garden 

• Raised garden beds 

• Certified backyard wildlife habitat 

• National Wildlife Federation, www.nwf.org 

• Invasive removal 

• Rain gardens 

• Composting 

• Native grass and tree planting 

All projects must abide county or city 

zoning ordinances and permitting 

requirements. 

Click Here for more information 

      Tree Swap Program 

The Campbell County Conservation District, in partnership with Guidugli Landscape 

Supplies and Property Services, invites private landowners in Campbell County to apply 

for the Tree Swap Program. One application per year (March 1 through October 31). 

PURPOSE: To help control the spread of invasive trees in Campbell County. One of the 

most highly invasive species, but not limited to, is the Callery/Bradford Pear Tree. The 

project must be carried out on privatelyowned land. Please contact our office if you 

need assistance in filing your application. 

Click Here for the application 

Applications will be accepted and evaluated as they are received. Funds for this cost 

share program are made available through the Campbell County Conservation District.  

Mail/drop off applications to:  

Campbell County Conservation District  

8350 East Main Street  

Alexandria, KY 41001-1214  

(859) 635-9587 

cccd@campbellkyconservation.org  

www.campbellkyconservation.org  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfksNB6EdHw-dsPHzXE3vAkaiExLUg7oHnKaMq_fFe8QOkPUQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/0c5b2522-5814-47ee-b224-646e49d83bda/downloads/tree%20swap%202023.pdf?ver=1713810595988
mailto:cccd@campbellkyconservation.org
http://www.campbellkyconservation.org
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T he past few years have proven difficult 

for boxwoods in Northern Kentucky. The 

winter of 2022-23 caused widespread cold 

damage that outright killed some plants and 

laid the groundwork for insects and disease 

manifestation in many others.  Emerging 

threats such as boxwood blight and the box 

tree moth are major concerns looming on the 

horizon, but what issues may we see in the 

immediate future?  Two major pests to be on 

the lookout for in the coming weeks are 

boxwood leafminer and boxwood psyllid, both 

pests are common in our area and are active 

in May and June. Boxwood psyllid is most 

recognizable by the distinct cupping of foliage 

caused by feeding. Towards the end of May, 

many psyllids will reach maturity and begin 

mating. While damage is often 

aesthetic, infestations left to play 

out may cause recurring and 

extensive damage. Often this can 

be prevented by pruning out 

afflicted foliage before mid-May.  

Boxwood Psyllid Information 

Boxwood leafminer damage can be 

more difficult to diagnose as 

symptoms are not always 

consistent and several external 

factors may influence what is “typical”, 

including leafminer presence on foliage 

already damaged by boxwood psyllid. 

Leafminer pupae will overwinter and 

feed in the interior of boxwood foliage 

and eventually emerge from the foliage 

as short living adults. An abundance of 

small mosquito like insects on and 

around boxwoods is certainly an 

indication that leafminer are present.   

More Boxwood Leafminer 
Information 

While these pests can cause varying levels of 

damage, they often do not cause outright 

death. Often, they contribute to a gradual 

decline of the plant and create opportunities 

for disease or fungi to deliver more damage. 

Care should be taken when considering how 

to treat these two pests. First and foremost, 

pruning out damaged foliage is an effective 

way to reduce the present population. If you 

are willing to accept some imperfections on 

boxwoods, this is likely the best course of 

action. For larger specimens or center pieces, 

there are some chemical options to consider, 

however, timing and follow up treatments will 

be imperative. If there is no other out, 

contacting your local extensions office for 

more details on the usage of chemicals is 

recommended. 

Emerging Boxwood Issues 

Book Spotlight: The Crevice Garden 

K entucky gardens must combat scorching summer temperatures, frigid winters, and heavy rainfall 

during the spring and autumn months. Gardeners looking to diversify their plant selections and 

incorporate exotic species are often hindered by two defining characteristics of our region: periods of 

excessive precipitation and heavy clay soil. The Crevice Garden by Kenton Seth and Paul Spriggs 

provides a transformative solution to combat these problems and develop a landscape capable of 

hosting unique plants from a wide geographical range. The concept of crevice gardening has been 

widespread for many years and is becoming increasingly popular in public gardens across the United 

States. Using boulders sunken in the earth or tightly arranged stones in a container allows the 

gardener to emulate the alpine landscape where many exotic plants thrive in. Utilizing these hardscape 

patterns allows the gardener to circumvent key soil drainage issues and expand the palette of plants 

we can grow successfully in our area. Throughout 

the book, detailed instructions on planning and 

establishing these gardens illustrate just how easy it 

can be to completely alter open spaces to form a 

focal point in the garden. Hundreds of illustrations 

provide inspiration and capture the elegant elements 

of a mature crevice garden. In addition to the 

designs themselves, this book also includes an extensive plant list containing several esoteric 

plants to newly consider. If you are looking to renovate a garden space or expand the diversity 

of your garden, this book is highly recommended.  

https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef454
https://bygl.osu.edu/node/2102
https://bygl.osu.edu/node/2102
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Sarah Imbus 
Campbell County Extension Agent for  

Horticulture Education 

Joe Morgan 
Terri Turner 

Campbell County Extension Technicians 
for Horticulture Education 

The College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is 
an Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to 
education and employment and authorization to 
provide research, education information and other 
services only to individuals and institutions that 
function without regard to economic or social status 

and will not discriminate on the bases of race, color, 
ethnic origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic 
information, age, veteran status, or physical or 
mental disability. Inquiries regarding compliance with 
Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
Title IX of the Educational Amendments, Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act and other related matter 
should be directed to Equal Opportunity Office, 
College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, 
University of Kentucky, Room S-105, Agriculture 
Science Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546, 
the UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal 
Opportunity, 13 Main Building, University of 
Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-0032 or US 
Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410.   

FREE 
Compost 

City of Ft Thomas 

• Great for filling in 
containers 

There is free leaf 
compost at Tower 

Park in Fort 

Thomas! If you 
would like some, 

bring your own 

shovel and buckets 
or truck to take as 

much as you need!  


